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HIGHLIGHTS:   

 COLOMBIA: More than 61,570 people affected by the first rainy season of 2012.  

 PERU: Some 171,280 people affected by rains in Loreto. IFRC allocates US$281,342 to assist 800 families.  

 PARAGUAY: At least 10,000 families affected by rains. OCHA and UNICEF lead an assessment mission.  
   

    REDLAC Weekly Note on Emergencies 

Latin America & the Caribbean  

 
This note is compiled for The Risk Emergency Disaster Working Group for Latin America and the Caribbean (REDLAC) by the OCHA Regional Office through disaster 
monitoring and input from our Regional Humanitarian partners. This note summarizes key facts and actions reported by the sources indicated. Activities carried out in 
affected countries are not limited to the ones reported here. Please check with sources for further information. For input, feedback and suggestions send us an email 
to ocha-rolac@un.org 

 

Year 5 – Volume 254     23 April, 2012

RAINS & FLOODS  

COLOMBIA: Since March, some 61,570 people 

are homeless and 20 have died as consequences 

of the first rainy season.  So far, 134 

municipalities in 26 departments are affected 

and 167 events associated with the rains have 

been reported. The municipality of Tulua, in the 

department of Valle, is under red alert as close 

to 500 houses flooded and 2 collapsed in the last 

few days. Two children died when a house 

collapsed in the department of Tolima.  

Source: Government of Colombia. 

 

Tolima is one of the many departments affected.  Several 
municipalities have blocked roads, sidewalks and streets. ©El Nuevo 
Dia. 

 

 

PERU: The International Federation of the Red 

Cross has allocated US$281,342 from its 

Disaster Relief Emergency Fund to assist 800 

families (some 4,000 beneficiaries). This fund 

will support the most vulnerable communities in 

the department of Loreto, with hygiene supplies, 

health promotion, drinkable water and 

environmental sanitation as well as assisting 

people in shelters.  Currently, more than 

253,700 people are homeless in Peru due to the 

rains and floods. Loreto is the most affected 

department with 171,280 people homeless.  

Source: International Federation of the Red Cross / National 

Institute of Civil Defence.  

 

PARAGUAY: Severe floods have affected the 

departments of Boqueron, Presidente Hayes and 

Alto Paraguay in the Chaco region. Rains began 

in mid-March and intensified in mid-April. This 

could be considered the worst floods in Paraguay 

in the last 20 years.  Some 10,000 families 

(50,000 people) are affected; mainly small 

farmers and indigenous families with low income 

and little access to basic services. The event has 

left 4 dead. Since 13 April, the Chaco has been 

under a state of emergency. Access roads are 

severely damaged, hampering access to affected 
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areas.  As a result, health services, 

transportation, education and agriculture are 

affected. An inter-agency assessment mission 

lead by OCHA and UNICEF is assisting 

Paraguayan authorities to mitigate the situation.  

Source: United Nations 

 

DROUGHT– FOOD SECURITY  

PARAGUAY: While the Chaco region is affected 

by floods, the Central region continues to be 

affected by drought. Some 250,000 families (1.3 

million people) in the Central Cordillera are 

affected. Authorities and humanitarian partners, 

such as World Food Programme, are distributing 

seeds to mitigate the effects of drought. On 17 

January, Paraguay issued a 90-day food 

emergency throughout the country.  

Source: United Nations 

 

VOLCANIC ACTIVITY 

COLOMBIA: The Nevado del Ruiz Volcano 

continues its unstable activity. An orange alert is 

in effect with the probability of eruption within 

days or months. Relief agencies and technical 

institutions are prepared to intervene in case of 

an eruption. The Humanitarian Coordinator’s 

office and the Humanitarian Country Team are 

constantly monitoring the situation and 

reviewing contingency plans for possible affected 

municipalities.  

Sources: Government of Colombia / OCHA. 

MEXICO: During the weekend, the Popocatepetl 

Volcano emitted incandescent material and 

ashes.  A Yellow alert – phase 3 - is in effect, 

and monitoring continues for possible 

intermediate to high explosive activity with 

dome growth and lava emission. 

Source: National Centre for Disaster Prevention. 

 

 

Popocatepetl volcano, in Central Mexico showing recent activity. 
Authorities are monitoring the volcano. ©AFP. 

 

EPIDEMIC - HEALTH 

COLOMBIA: In 2012, some 5,170 cases of 

dengue have been confirmed throughout the 

country and two deaths have been reported.  

Departments with highest rates are: Huila 

(15%), Meta, Valle and Caquetá (8% each). The 

most affected population is children under 14 

years and, of these, 56 per cent are male.  

Source: Government of Colombia. 


